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The official start of MMM was the traditional pizza
dinner at Nick and Nate’s in Sylva on Wednesday
night. It was good to see all the familiar faces
from back home and talk about the week ahead.
Dinner was great, as usual, which was followed
by the group photo op out front while yours truly
braved the downtown Sylva traffic to get
everybody in the shot. Perhaps it’s a spot we can
still return to in the future regardless of where we
lay our heads at night. It’s tradition!

The first riders meeting brought about the most
obvious absence of our State Director. I think
everyone would agree that Ian did an admirable
job of not just filing in but helping us all “picture”
Gregg as if he were there with us the whole time.
The group, I believe around 28 in all, was well
behaved and cooperative as we split into our
groups for Thursday and the route options for
Pippins lunch. I’m not sure if anyone bothered to
talk about the weather report but it became the
topic for discussion the whole next day.

Now there is the Weather channel, the local
channel forecast, the NOAA, and frankly they
were all wrong. Like quite few of the HSTA riders
we decided after reviewing all the resources that
driving out to lunch was the best plan. It turned
out to be a dry ride (drive) out to Pippins despite
the 70-90% chance of rain and a radar screen
covered with green. After lunch Kelly McCrystal
joined Ann and I to hang out at the Bier Garden in
downtown Asheville. After cursing the weather

long enough we did get to watch it rain on the
hippies and rich people while enjoying a
smorgasbord of beers. It’s a great spot we found
during STAR last summer and aside from the
100+ beers from around the world, it’s a prime
spot to watch a slice of Asheville through the
open window sidewalk seating.

I was pretty psyched up for Friday’s ride after
sitting out the entire day on Thursday. As I rolled
the VFR through the standing water in the parking
lot in pre-ride preparation my eye caught a
glimpse of something we hope we never see …..
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MICHIGAN SQUADRON
RIDING EVENTS

2008

One of the traditions of the
Michigan Squadron of the HSTA is to organize a
few events each year specifically for our State
Squadron. These events are not sanctioned or
official events of the HSTA, but are limited to
those who are current members of the HSTA.

LAST CALL FOR
SPARKLER 3

SPARKLER ”3”
Come celebrate your independence at the next

Michigan “SPARKLER”
July 10 – 13, 2008

Beckley, West Virginia

Phone or email your intent to attend ASAP to:
Bob Proctor at (248) 842-8843 or

bobproctor@comcast.net

Then find a roommate and reserve your room at
the event hotel:

Country Inn & Suites by Carlson
2120 Harper Road

Beckley, WV 25801
(800) 456-4000

or (304) 252-5100

This is the Inn with the “rocking chair front
porch” where we’ve stayed before.

(All rooms at the Inn are now smoke free)

Mandatory rider’s meeting Thursday, July 10th
9:00 PM at the hotel.

Come enjoy southern hospitality and fantastic
sport touring roads in West Virginia!

NOTE: There will be a group ride organized
down to Beckley from Marietta OH on
Thursday July 10. See the entry in the
“HEADS UP” section of the Newsletter

WOMAN’S RIDE
August 8 - 10, 2008
Hocking Hills, Ohio

Event Organizer – Jan Pennington

Please contact Jan Pennington if you wish to
participate in the event.
eMail - janpennington@comcast.net
Phone - 734.482.8188
NOTE:
Riders of the male persuasion are also welcome
on this event – provided you meet one of the
following requirements –

1. You are accompanied by a woman pillion
rider.

2. You are riding pillion with a woman pilot.

M.O.B. - 2008
Michigan's Ohio Blitz

Sept. 19 - 21, 2008, SE Ohio
Event Organizer – Gregg Mitchell

Friday, Sept. 19
RIDE - from Michigan to Coshocton, OH
We'll be staying at the following hotel -
Super 8, 70 S Whitewoman St,
Phone - 740-622-8899
There will be a Mandatory "Rider's Meeting"
held at the hotel at 9:00 PM, when we'll set up the
riding groups, review the routes and prepare for
the next days ride.

Saturday, Sept. 20
Several routes will be mapped out, 234 - 300
miles of twisty pavement ending in New
Philadelphia, OH
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Here, we'll be staying at:
Super 8 Motel, 131 1/2 Bluebell Dr SW
Phone - 330-339-6500
A group dinner -- tire kicking, and telling lies
about the days ride follows our arrival.

Sunday, Sept. 21
RIDE back home to Michigan

If you want to participate - here's what you do -

1. Make your hotel reservations at both Hotels-
without delay
There is a NOT a block of rooms being held
2. Let me know that you're planning on being
there - I need an accurate head count for dinner
reservations.
Maps and directions will be distributed by
email, ONLY to those whose name I have on
record as attending

You can contact me at the following:
E-Mail - MI_HSTA@Voyager.net
Phone - 248-375-5469 (Home)

248-377-8170 (Work)

HAZARDOUS TOUR
Hazard, KY, Oct. 2 - 5, 2008

Event Organizer – Gregg Mitchell

Your LAST CHANCE to ride on a Michigan
Mostly Event for 2008

Join us in Hazard, KY for two or three days of
exploring great roads in Kentucky. For those who
want to arrive on Thursday evening, October 2,
we'll have a choice of four routes to ride on Friday
the 3rd. If you'd like to arrive on Friday -- we'll be
doing more riding on Saturday the 4th.
I expect everyone will be homeward bound on
Sunday.

We'll be staying at the following Motel -
Hampton Inn and Suites
70 Morton Blvd
Phone 606-439-0902 for reservations.

Should they fill up, there are other motels nearby
– such as Daniel Boone Motor Inn, Boone Ridge
Rd. 606-439-5896

There will be a Mandatory "Rider's Meeting"
held at the hotel at 9:00 PM, where we'll set up
the riding groups, review the routes and prepare
for the next days ride.

If you want to participate - here's what you do -

1. Make your hotel reservations at the Hotel-
without delay
There is NOT a block of rooms being "Held".

VERY IMPORTANT!
2. Let me know that you're planning on being
there – Maps and directions will be distributed
by email ONLY to those whose name I have on
record as attending

You can contact me at the following:
E-Mail - MI_HSTA@Voyager.net
Phone 248-375-5469 (Home)

248-377-8170 (Work)
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June 28, 2008 – Saturday 8:30AM
Michigan HSTA Monthly Meeting
Karl’s Cabin Restaurant
Gotfredson Rd., Plymouth, MI
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July 10, 2008
PRE-SPARKLER RIDE
Marietta OH to Beckley WV
Make your reservations for the night of July 9
Super 8 Motel - Marietta
46 Acme St Washington Centre
I-77/Exit 1/Rt 7W to 1st Light
Phone: 740-374-8888
We’ll have a riders meeting at 9:00 PM on the 9th

to form up the riding groups for the trip to
Beckley on the 10th.
Groups will leave the Super 8 at 8:00 AM or
thereabouts.
NOTE – The routes and directions will be
distributed electronically – If I don’t have your
name prior to the ride – you will not receive
these important documents.

July 17, 2008
National Ride to Work Day
www.ridetowork.org

July 25 – 27, 2008
Vintage Days – Racing and Swap Meet
Mid-Ohio Race Course, Lexington, OH

August 22 – 24, 2008
Mail Pouch Fly-By – Marietta, OH
HSTA Regional Event
Pre-registration forms will be available at our
monthly meetings and are also downloadable
from the following web site:
http://www.freewebs.com/trophyrider

Please note that the event headquarters will not be
the Best Value Motel as in past years. For 2008
the Event Headquarters will be at the Holiday Inn
– Marietta.

Typically the Michigan Squadron has a very large
turn out of riders to this event, with many riding
down to Marietta on Friday. To date there is NOT
an organized ride down – everyone going is on
their own.
We need a VOLUNTEER to organize a group
ride down and back if possible.
Please contact me ASAP if you are willing to take
on this responsibility. I will assist you with your

effort, however, I am trailering to the event, so I
won’t be partaking in the ride down or the return.

Sept. 21, 2008
All Clubs Day
Stockbridge, MI

LONG RANGE PLANNING

January 2 - 4, 2009
International Motorcycle Show – Novi, MI

Saturday January 3, 2009, 5PM
SMOTY Awards Dinner
Karl’s Cabin – Plymouth MI

May 17 – 23, 2009
MMM 11
Ironhorse Motorcycle Lodge – Stecoah, NC
Read all about it and make your reservations early
http://ironhorse.mi-hsta.com

MEMBERSHIP INFO

Welcome to the HSTA
Please join me in welcoming the following

new member(s) to the Michigan HSTA Squadron:

James Protzman – Iron Mountain
Recruited by: Joe Panek, WI

Hugo Ritzenthaler – Rochester Hills
Recruited by: Lee Herndon

Our policy regarding "Prospects" is to provide them
with a "local" newsletter for 3 months following their
introduction to the club. Under those guidelines this

will be the last newsletter for the following individual(s):

Dan Kohls – Canton
Karen McWilliam - Ypsilanti

If you have decided to join the HSTA, please let
me know so I can continue sending your monthly

newsletter to you.

Current Squadron Membership – 104
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Here’s an E-Newsletter Quiz –

This is a photo from a past MMM. I’ll award a
Five Dollar STAR BUCKS to the first Member
who responds by email to me with the correct
answer(s) for any one of the following three
questions. (15 STAR BUCKS in total – Five for
each question)

1. Which MMM was this photo taken at?
NOTE – The first MMM was called
MMM 99, the second was MMM MM,
third was MMM 3 and so on.

2. Name all of the people in the photo
3. Some of the attendees of this MMM were

not in the photo. Who were they?

The HSTA Michigan Squadron and Newsletter
belong to you - the Membership. Both of them
can only be as good and as interesting as you
make it --- so take the time once and awhile and
contribute. If you've got something to say about a
ride, your bike, perhaps a trip you’re planning -
whatever -- send it in for the newsletter –
To:
Gregg Mitchell - MI_HSTA@voyager.net


