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MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENT!

Saturday, July 26, 2008, we will be meeting at
Karl's Cabin restaurant in Plymouth, MI. Karl's
islocated on Gotfredson Road, just north of M-

14. From [-275/ 1-96 take M 14 West towards

Ann Arbor. Gotfredson Road is exit # 15.

The meeting beginsat 8:30 AM
However |ate arrivers are always wel come!

Beckley is a SPARKLER

by Peter Stephan

| couldn’t
e wait to
finally put
some miles
on and get
to Beckley,

WV to join
SPARKLER 2008 BaNe
Beckley, Wesz Vireinia RO
2008. The
weather forecast was looking good for the next couple
of days and | had a new bike | wanted to ride. Leaving
Thursday, | had an appointment with one of my
customers in Walton Hills, OH, so | needed to start
early enough to make the meeting there at 10:00 and
still have time for breakfast.
Taking I-75, 1-280 and the Turnpike, | shouldn’t have
any issues about getting to my appointment.
Now | consider breakfast as the most important meal
of the day. If you eat well at this time, you can make it
through the whole day without lunch.
Well | high tailed it to the Star Diner and was not
disappointed by the ham and cheese omelet and
coffee. Having been there a few times, | felt bold

enough to ask Shari if | could get a picture of us with
the other gals as “proof” that | actually had been where
| said | was. The girls were happy to join me inthe
photograph. All they want is that we come and visit
whenever we are in the neighborhood for a good
breakfast or lunch.

At the Ford Walton Hills Plant a small meeting was
held out in the parking lot to see what Pete was riding
this time. Some of them are a little confused in regards
to what | rode because they thought the Harley was all
| had. Then they saw me show up on the BMW.

This time | rode the Konnie 14 and there was a lot of
jawing about how cool it looked and almost everyone
asked how fast it could go. Many of us remember the
time in the early seventies when Kawasaki came out
with the 900. We didn’t know if we should continue to
buy a Triumph or a Norton or go with the hot
Kawasaki. Like the younger set today (and all of us
older riders), we succumbed to the pressure of our
peers to keep riding English and none of that Jap stuff.
My friends saw me off, as | headed south, many of
them wishing they could come back to the “dark side”.
I-77 isn’t much to talk about. You keep moving south
with a steady flow of traffic, much of it families heading
towards the east coast, many of them to Myrtle Beach.
It's not until you cross the bridge over the Ohio River
that you feel that you have entered a state where



the open arms of the people and that place call West
Virginia allow you to feel as if you can relax and open
it up a bit; The Kawasaki does just fine in this. Some of
those long sweeping curves of the interstate can be
very exhilarating, particularly since I’'m on a new bike
and | realize that it moves like the devil when given the
order to “go warp”.

| followed the freeway taking a side road, which
threaded over and under the interstate a few

times. It allowed me to appreciate and gave me a taste
of what was to come in the next couple of days.
Getting to the motel was just in time, because after
riding 477 miles | was getting a little tired and | was
able to meet with my friends: Bob, Gregg, Hal, Rand,
Bill, Russ, Chuck, Mick, Terry, Chuck, Don, Jan, Jerry,
Ray, Marge, Dave, Kelly, JT, and Krystal for dinner
and our pre-ride meeting.

Bob surprised us all with a nice t-shirt. He sure did a
good job in getting us all together and letting us know
the rules of the road for the next couple of days. The
next time he wears that new suit of his; it will be little
less crisp looking.

What do you after breakfast? Do the west loop in
reverse according to Chuck who led our small group
for lunch at the Twin Falls Resort Park. The first
couple of right and lefts got us onto the 99, to
Kooperston Mt. The west loop is the harder ride to do.
There are a lot of elevation changes and a ton of
curves. When you are not use to this, your schooling
comes into play right away.

Although having some difficulty with turning left, |
finally got some feel about myself and the motorcycle
to get more confident in the ability of the tires to stay
gripped to the road surface and my arms to loosen up
and let the bike do the work. The lunch stop was great,
although the next time I'll have to see why they called
it Twin Falls. At one point we had all but one group at
the restaurant at one time.

Zig zagging on the 97, 10, 16 and 19 kept us busy for
the next couple of hours. We especially enjoyed the
detour we took on the 10 towards Princeton. The road
had sections in it where it turned right, left, right, left,
right numerous times in short succession between
Garwood and Arista. Terry said later that it was this
section where you could get a little rhythm going,
transitioning from one turn to the other. I thought it was
great fun because you could see the turns coming
without a piece of mountain rock sticking in your line of
sight.

We had a great ride on this Friday and wished we
could do this over and over again. Many of us went to
Ruby Tuesday and Lone Star for dinner Friday night.
Once everyone got back, we took the time on the
porch of the motel to speak of the events that had
occurred that day. A few beverages were enjoyed in a
manner not to offend the other guests.

Waking on Saturday we saw that it was going to be
another glorious weather day. A few passing clouds, a

pretty blue sky and comfortable temperatures to start
the day was beckoning us to finish the breakfast
offered at the motel. We all agreed that today we
would be riding the eastern loop.

Avoiding the scene of the accident that Russ had with
his FJR, we got to the 16 and eventually the 15, which
led to the 219 and a fast run back to the motel on I-64.
We were heading for Webster Springs where we were
to have lunch. As luck would have it, the entire town
had lost power and we needed to go somewhere else.
Missing a turn in Webster Springs, we missed getting
on the 20 and continued on the 15. At one point Bob
was getting concerned that we had taken the wrong
path, it was determined we would continue on to
Valley Head.

Jan needed gas and so did Chuck. We passed the first
gas station, and then stopped at what looked like

a nice place for lunch, but they were closed.

We went on to Snowshoe to find the most expensive
gas in the entire state. Nearby a Chile Fest was going
on. Many Harley riders must enjoy chili because there
was quite a number of them entering and leaving the
area. Bob indicated that it was a good thing | was
around, as | could take off my jacket and pretend | had
my H-D with me today (wearing one of my many t-
shirts) so they wouldn’t mess with us. We left
unmolested.

16 is a fast route, with many longish sweepers without
a lot of difficulty to ride. 15 is one of the best roads in
the state. | could ride this route to Webster Springs
over and over again. 219 ended up a blessing in
disguise. Although not on the ride plan, this road as
numerous rights and lefts, and good deal of straight for
those inclined for a little speed on good asphalt.
Speaking with one of the locals, they told us to take
the entire length of 219 makes a great day of riding.
We did finally stop for lunch at about 2 pm. We found a
place on the river in the town of Marlinton called the
River Place Restaurant. You can sit outside and have



a simple meal from a large selection on the menu, if
you wish.

L AL

219 took us to I-64 where we were to keep to the
speed limit. | guess we thought the limit was over 70.
Ray and Marge where huffing and puffing to keep up,
so we slowed down a bit to keep the group together.
After all, we were all heading for the barn and looking
for a cold one.

Thanks to Bob we were all able to get together once
again and enjoy what we all like to do best.

Red Neck Garage

Article 239
Factory vs Aftermarket

by Russ Weik — Texas HSTA Member

OEM, for many years has meant Original
Equipment Manufacturer. In bygone days that
might inspire tattoos of one’ s favorite factory or
model. In today’ s environment of world wide
sourcing and companies merging in strange
combinations, it maybe wise to use the five year
tattoo ink instead of the permanent.

Twenty years ago most motorcycles (and cars)
had plenty of metal in them and many individual
improvements were accomplished by “metal
removal.” Thisled to the general acceptance, that
tinkering could improve the performance of steeds
after severa beers and some innovative grinding.
A huge industry has profited handsomely by
supplying parts that claimed, with slick
advertising, to increase speed, decrease |ap times,

out run your arch rivals, and win the favors of the
babe de jour. There maybe afly in the soup today
however.

The guys (and gals), many with Phd’s and making
six figure salaries, engineering today’ s machines
have resources and knowledge that ssimply
overwhelm the weekend wrench. Plusthe
engineering departments have been pressured by
the bean-counters to remove every ounce of
unnecessary weight and content. Here are some
things to consider before throwing down your
Visacard for the latest aftermarket “go-fast”
trinket.

Filtration; fuel, air, ail: | think I have bought only
fivefuel filtersin my life. These were for
vehicles that had been stored or neglected and the
tanks corroded. | learned early during astint at a
gas station attendant in high school (along time
ago) never to buy fuel shortly after atanker had
replenished the tank. Shake a glass of muddy
water and notice how long it takes to settle.
Particles small enough to sneak through a good
(quality) filter would pass through amain or idle
jet and cause no problems down stream. Fuel
injection isalittle more picky about its diet and
diesel injectors doubly so. Safe-fuelingis your
best protection. Oil filtering is most important at
break in or after arebuild. Machining an engine
|eaves more shavings than you can imagine,
hidden in tiny corners waiting to attack a bearing
surface at 10,000 RPM. After break in | get a
little stingy with thisfilter money. | still buy
quality but there is not much for thisfilter to do
the rest of the engine life. “What?’ you say. Cut a
filter apart and look with a magnifying glass. Y ou
will find some tiny piston and valve particles plus
some carbon bits. It would take along timeto
challenge the capacity of one of these filters. My
first three scooters did not have filters and for
triviabuffs, it wasin the 50’ s that automobiles
began sprouting factory filters. “ Old—school”
depended on frequent oil changes to expel
particles.

My Texas experience taught me to pay close
attention to the air filter. | saw too many engines
with large upper cylinder ridges and scored walls.
Hereiswhere | stay with the factory filter. They
have avested interest in the longevity of that



engine. Most performance filters offer less
restriction for more air flow. Read that as larger
particles get passed. Back to sand blasting. Most
of these filters count on the centrifugal force
differences between air and the offending particle.
Air makes a sharp corner and particle gets caught
in afiber either dry or oil soaked. Some foam
filters, with age, like to dissolve and then run a
route through the digestive system of an engine.
Nothing good can happen from this.

Newsflash from my advisor:

In the past year there are some new air and oil
filtersincorporating dry synthetic nanofiber
media. Nanofibersare smaller than 1 micron in
diameter. That's about 100 times smaller than
those found in OEM cellulose filtration media.
Because these fibers are much smaller, they
provide a smaller mesh, which traps smaller
particles, holds more particles, and yet allows
more flow through the media than the OEM
filters. Because of these properties, the
nanofiber filterslast much longer than OEM
filters and not only provide better filtration, but
last longer adding to their cost effectiveness.

Brakes: Lots of compromising going on here.
How quick do you want to stop? How long do you
want the rotors (or pads) to last? How much noise
can you stand? One should define their
deceleration goals then work around the other
nuances. Soft pads are quiet and offer long rotor
life. Harder pads are noisier, sacrifice the rotor but
stop aggressively. Even harder are some ceramic
pads. They can have redlly large appetites for
rotors but may not want to stop until they get
blazing hot. Much more heat than might be
generated on a Sunday morning ride. The addition
of some stainless braided lines (I recommend
matching front and rear with this.) can change the
personality of abrake system. Careful what you
ask for from your braking system. What appears
good on paper or aclean dry road may be an
unforgving partner in the wet. Hard pads take
more lever input, which may “feel” like they are
not gripping. They also have atight hysteresis
between not enough and too much.

Jet kits and fuel software programs: | have seen
large numbers of “Benjamins’ consumed in the
pursuit of two more horse power. More often, the
exercise resultsin anarrow area of improvement
but the remaining 99% become temperamental. A
dyno, gas analyzer, and competent operator are
your best bet. Unless the goal isto compete within
aspecific class, spend this money on alarger
engine.

Air, fuel, and spark are the necessities of internal
combustion engines. The accuracy in which these
are controlled is what makes horse power.
Automotive engine control modules have had
learning capabilities for years. They can adjust for
many things from fuel quality to the driver’s bad
habits. Motorcycles arein the infancy of this
ability today. Hold out long enough and we can
modify to our hearts delight while the computer
covers our mistakes. The back pages of magazines
offer any number of fuel mapping strategies. Few
consider emissions or economy. We are a group
that loves mountain riding and that means
elevation changes. Many programs are specific to
local elevation and what worksin Dallas or
Detroit does not often work well in Denver. All of
my ZX-11s had a huge lean hole in fuel delivery
between 4-5000 RPM. At an altitude of 8,000 feet
fueling was perfect across the whole range.

Performance costs money and that attracts certain
individuals who play on the vanity of the
customer and try to slide under the radar with
counterfeit goods. Part of one of my previous jobs
was to spot these goods being portrayed as
legitimate. These guys are good. They can make
the cheapest of materials “look” similar to the
Real McCoy. Their goal wasto sell an
unsuspecting customer an inferior item, run with
the money and let the legitimate manufacturer
(whose logo and packaging they had also
counterfeited) face the unhappy victim for
warranty claims. Buying from a reputable source
isyour best protection. Theworst | saw was the
shredded cardboard mixed with resin brake
linings. | felt sorry for those victims.

The more precise components are made the less
room owners have to fiddle. Blue-printing is still a
good method of obtaining extra performance but



you need to step it up adecimal place from the old

days. Beyond that, | suggest high level college
courses in mechanical engineering, fluid
dynamics, and metallurgy.

A special thanks to Peter Stephan and

Russ Weik for the articles featured this
month!

REMEMBER........
It doesn't pay a reward, but your articles will
be appreciated by all your fellow members
and your local editor AND you will earn points
toward the SMOTY Award!
If nothing else - you'll get to see your name in
print, somewhere other than on the Post
Office bulletin board!

+15TA-

NAME CHANGE or NOT?

What’ s your opinion?
Do we need to change
the name of our
organization, or stay
the HSTA?
Late last year this
became avery hot
topic on the HSTA

™ mail list server. So hot

in fact that it was

decided to put the issue to avote by the
membership.
Y ou may have noticed that the last few issues of
your STAReview have featured many letters from
members expressing their viewpoint on this issue.
They have put forth many reasons for and against
aname change.
Your next STAReview issue, Vol. 27, No. 4 *
2008, contains a ballot for you to use to express
Y OUR opinion. Do we keep the current name of
our organization, abeit with little or no reference

to the “Honda” moniker — in other words, smply
the HSTA, or do we come up with a new name all
together? If you have not received thisissue of the
STAReview yet — you will very soon. They were
mailed out several days ago.

It’sup to you, the member ship, to decide.
Please take the time to consider thisimportant
guestion and mail in your ballot expressing
your opinion.

VOTE

MICHIGAN SQUADRON
RIDING EVENTS
2008

Michigan Squadron of the HSTA isto organize a
few events each year specificdly for our State
Squadron. These events are not sanctioned or
official events of the HSTA, but are limited to
those who are current members of the HSTA.

WOMAN'S RIDE

August 8 - 10, 2008
Hocking Hills, Ohio
Event Organizer —Jan Pennington

The Ladies Rideisin the FINAL planning stages.
We will be leaving Friday morning and go to the
Hocking Hills Areain southeast Ohio and
returning on Sunday.

We will spend two nights at the Lodge in Burr
Oak State Park (they have every thing we need
and more). | have contacted the Lodge and have
reserved 5 rooms with two double beds at
$90/night. It istimeto pick aroom mate and call
the Lodge to reserve your room. Thereis one
night deposit required and a two week
cancellation notice needed for afull refund.

Tell them you are with the Pennington Party.

My thanks go out to Terry for the suggestion of
the Lodge at the State Park, and please let me
know of any other attraction you want to see,
restaurants we can eat at during the weekend, and
(of course) roads you want to enjoy.



Check out the web site for the Lodge:
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/parks/tabid/719/Defaul t.aspx

Please contact Jan Pennington if you wish to
participate in the event.
eMail - Janpennington@comcast.net
Phone- 734.482.8188
NOTE:
Riders of the male persuasion are also welcome
on this event — provided you meet one of the
following requirements —

1. You are accompanied by awoman pillion

rider.
2. You areriding pillion with awoman pilot.

M.0.B. - 2008

Michigan's Ohio Blitz
Sept. 19 - 21, 2008, SE Ohio
Event Organizer — Gregg Mitchell

Friday, Sept. 19

RIDE - from Michigan to Coshocton, OH

WEell be staying at the following hotel -

Super 8, 70 SWhitewoman S,

Phone- 740-622-8899

Therewill beaMandatory " Rider's Meeting"
held at the hotel at 9:00 PM, when we'll set up the
riding groups, review the routes and prepare for
the next days ride.

Saturday, Sept. 20

Severa routes will be mapped out, 234 - 300
miles of twisty pavement ending in New
Philadelphia, OH

Here, we'll be staying at:

Super 8 Motdl, 131 1/2 Bluebell Dr SW
Phone- 330-339-6500

A group dinner -- tire kicking, and telling lies
about the days ride follows our arrival.

Sunday, Sept. 21
RIDE back hometo Michigan

If you want to participate - here's what you do -

1. Make your hotel reservations at both Hotels-
without delay

ThereisaNOT ablock of rooms being held

2. Let me know that you're planning on being
there- | need an accurate head count for dinner
reservations.

Maps and directionswill be distributed by
email, ONLY to those whose name | have on
record as attending

Y ou can contact me at the following:

E-Mail - MI_HSTA @V oyager.net

Phone - 248-375-5469 (Home)
248-377-8170 (Work)

HAZARDous TOUR

Hazard, KY, Oct. 2 - 5, 2008
Event Organizer — Gregg Mitchell

Your LAST CHANCE to ride on aMichigan
Mostly Event for 2008

Join usin Hazard, KY for two or three days of
exploring great roads in Kentucky. For thosewho
want to arrive on Thursday evening, October 2,
well have a choice of four routes to ride on Friday
the 3rd. If you'd like to arrive on Friday -- we'll be
doing more riding on Saturday the 4th.

| expect everyone will be homeward bound on
Sunday.

WEell be staying at the following Motd -
Hampton Inn and Suites

70 Morton Blvd

Phone 606-439-0902 for reservations.

Should they fill up, there are other motels nearby
—such as Daniel Boone Motor Inn, Boone Ridge
Rd. 606-439-5896

Therewill beaMandatory " Rider's Meeting"
held at the hotel at 9:00 PM, where we'll set up
the riding groups, review the routes and prepare
for the next days ride.

If you want to participate - here's what you do -



1. Make your hotel reservations at the Hotel-
without delay
ThereisNOT ablock of rooms being "Held".

VERY IMPORTANT!

2. Let meknow that you're planning on being
there—Maps and directionswill be distributed
by email ONLY to those whose name | have on
record as attending

Y ou can contact me at the following:

E-Mail - MI_HSTA @V oyager.net

Phone 248-375-5469 (Home)
248-377-8170 (Work)
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July 26, 2008 — Saturday 8:30AM
Michigan HSTA Monthly Meeting
Karl’s Cabin Restaurant
Gotfredson Rd., Plymouth, M|

Thursday July 31, 2008

A one-time opportunity in select theatres across
the country, atwo hour Director's Cut of "Long
Way Down" will be showing. For those of you
who aren't too familiar with the traveling actors,
Ewan McGregor and Charlie Boorman, they
embark on ajourney with R1200GS Adventures
in some of the most remote areas of the world.
Through 20 countries; deserts of Sudan, tribal
lands of Ethiopiaand jungles of Africathisistheir

second journey together, first adventure in 2004
on R1150GS Adventures.

Here at your home deal ership we will have pizza
and soda beginning at 6PM, head over to Canton
Cinemajust afew miles West of usat 7PM and
the fun, adventure movie begins at 7:30PM. The
cinemawill hold a concession stand special just
for us: popcorn and unlimited soda for only $2!
And we have priority motorcycle parking!

First 50 folkswho both RSVP and arrive at the
dealership for pizza and soda will get in the
moviefor FREE! Reply, call or stop by the
dealership to RSVP.

Is there an Adventure waiting in you??? Looking
forward to seeing you!
Audrey Wicke
BMW Motorcycles of Southeast Michigan
39933 Ford Road
Canton, M| 48187
Ph: 734.981.1479

Email: awicke@bmwmcsem.com

August 16, 2008

Michigan HSTA Monthly Meeting
Karl’s Cabin Restaurant
Gotfredson Rd., Plymouth, M|

Tech Session — Suspension Set-Up,
Tire Changing Clinic

1000 N. Opdyke, Suite F

Auburn Hills, Ml

Noon - ?7?7?7?

August 16— 17, 2008

2nd Annual Great LakesDucati Rally and
Trackfest (Trackdays by STT)

Ginger man Raceway Park

South Haven, M1

Seead on page 9

August 22 —24, 2008

Mail Pouch Fly-By —Marietta, OH
HSTA Regional Event

Pre-registration forms will be available at our
monthly meetings and are also downloadable
from the following web site:



http://www.fr eewebs.com/trophyrider

Please note that the event headquarters will not be
the Best Value Motel asin past years. For 2008
the Event Headquarters will be at theHoliday Inn
— Marietta, Ohio.

Typically the Michigan Squadron has avery large
turn out of riders to this event, with many riding
down to Marietta on Friday. To date thereisNOT
an organized ride down — everyone going is on
their own.

We need aVOLUNTEER to organize a group
ride down and back if possible.

Please contact me ASAP if you are willing to take
on thisresponsibility. | will assist you with your
effort, however, | am trailering to the event, so |
won't be partaking in the ride down or the return.

Sept. 21, 2008

All Clubs Day

Stockbridge, M|

HSTA Representative / Organizer:
Bob Primeau

LONG RANGE PLANNING

January 2 - 4, 2009
International M otorcycle Show —Novi, M|

Saturday January 3, 2009, 5PM
SMOTY AwardsDinner
Karl’s Cabin— Plymouth M|

May 17 — 23, 2009
MMM 11

Ironhorse Motorcycle L odge— Stecoah, NC
Read all about it and make your reservations early

http://ironhorse.mi-hsta.com

June 21— 24, 2009

STAR 2009

Staunton, VA

Details and pre-registration information to be
announced soon

MEMBERSHIP INFO

Welcome to the HSTA
Please join me in welcoming the following
new member(s) to the Michigan HSTA Squadron:

Christopher Blake - Gaylord

For the individual(s) listed below - this will be your last
Michigan Newsletter if you don't renew within the next
30 days AND advise me with a call or email. If you
feel this information is in error - call me. If you wish to
renew and need a form, let me know and I'll send you
one or print out the copy at the HSTA Website --------
www.ridehsta.com

We're going to miss you if you don't renew

Bob Beuther — Royal Oak

Our policy regarding "Prospects” is to provide them

with a "local" newsletter for 3 months following their

introduction to the club. Under those guidelines this
will be the last newsletter for the following individual(s):

Alex Becker
Lane Breck
Sharon Dolega — Beverly Hills
Derek Pelowski — Plymouth
Quinn Wright — Madison Heights

If you have decided to join the HSTA, please let
me know so | can continue sending your monthly
newsletter to you.

Current Squadron Member ship — 103
NEWS

Vaughn Lamer, isrelocating to Charlotte, NC
this month. Y ou can contact Vaughn at his email
address.

vaughn_lamer @gensler.com

All the best to you Vaughn, it was a pleasure
meeting and having you as a member in the
Michigan HSTA Squadron - good luck in NC!



The HSTA Michigan Squadron and Newsl etter
belong to you - the Membership. Both of them
can only be as good and as interesting as you
make it --- so take the time once and awhile and
contribute. If you've got something to say about a
ride, your bike, perhaps atrip you' re planning -
whatever -- send it in for the newsdletter —

To:

Gregg Mitchel - MI_HST A@voyager .net

Faamnng mcl:nda semcﬁ ﬁr Sportbike Track Gear,
Split Second Photo, Shadow Wideo Productions, and Superbike Italia

ANl makes and models welcome
Special give-a-ways and promotions for Ducati owners
Lodging info available. Email - infoSducsunlimited.com - Campers welcome




