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Editor: Gregg Mitchell

MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENT!

Saturday, January 26, 2008, we will be
meeting at Karl's Cabin restaurant in Plymouth,
MI. Karl'sislocated on Gotfredson Road, just

north of M-14. From 1-275/ 1-96 take M14 West
towards Ann Arbor. Gotfredson Road is exit # 15.

The meeting beginsat 8:30 AM
However |ate arrivers are always wel come!

Dead Peckers’ Corner
By J. T. Pedersen

Our group’s left downtown Asheville, heading
north aways. It'saweek day morning. Wefind
ourselves starting out on the expressway whose
on+amp is scant yards from STAR 07 HQ.
Traffic’' s heavy, enough that even with the GPS,
safely and correctly navigating our way through
the lump of spaghetti masguerading as a series of
closely clustered interchanges proves challenging.
After awrong turn, two, or three, we find
ourselves on the route which has us going right
into the heart of Asheville. Not quite sure why.
We' d have done better just following the
interchanges, lopping off cloverleafs until we
found theright one. It didn’t help that, upon
getting in the heart of things, the right turn we
needed to make is barricaded—construction.

Even so, once we untangled ourselves, flinging
the last of the spaghetti off back into the bowl, we
found ourselves enjoying fresh air as we finally
surged north out of town.

So about 10am in the morning, we' re somewhere
north of Asheville, as our small group beginsto
work its way westward. We've left the big city
rush well behind, we' ve unwound ourselves, and
eventually roll into asmall town that the crush of
time seemsto have left alone. It’sthe sort of
town where everything's almost sleepy, peaceful,
with that small town ‘clean’ about it.

The main intersection has a store of some sort on
one corner, a gas station on the far right corner,
and sidewalks, street, and parking lots seem to be
oneintegral piece. No rudely intruding curbs. If
it weren't for the concrete sidewalk, you’ d not be
ableto tell where the road ended and parking lots
began. It’'sthe sort of town where everyoneis
mindful, polite, and big curbs aren’t needed for
the sake of enforcing civil obedience.

It really had been an absolutely beautiful morning
so far. The days at thisyear’ sHSTA Sport
Touring Association Rendezvous had quickly
become routine: ride early, because by lunch time
the energy in the clouds would build up, darken,
and the second half of the day would have you
riding through a very dense atmosphere...the sort
of density you wear as opposed to just ride
through.

So here we are, blue skies, some fluffy white
clouds, and the heat of the day just starting to
make itself known. We've al fueled up and
rolled our rides off to the side. While we're doing
this, | note there' s this group of men sitting across
the street, lining a stone wall, sitting under the
only readily available shade to be had. After abit,
keeping to ourselves by the bikes, it occursto me:
Why am | standing in the sun like this, I'll just
mind my business, and go sit down on that wall
under the trees.



So it’sonly about 30 feet from bikes to the shade.
As | meander over and start sitting down, one of
the fellas starts trying to stop me from taking a
seat. “Hey, you don't want to sit here...” He's
the chap, fifth from the left in the picture. So here
| am, sitting a couple feet from the last guy inthe
line, and this friendly looking fellow stopsin front
of me. Leaning over, just loud enough for the
othersto hear, he says, “I tried to stop you from
sitting here. Y ou know what they call this don’t
you?’ Looking down the row to my right, | see
this line of older guys al leaning past the onein

| called across the street and invited another of our
riding party to come on over. After dl, it’'s
comfortable and cool, why stand in the sun? So,
we've al been laughing, and he comes on over.
Sure enough he takes a seat and up pops Bob, “I
tried to stop your friend. Y ou know what they
cal this here place now, don’t you?’ “No, what?’
A whole new round of laughter burst out
welcoming the new member to the club.

One, by one, we encouraged all but one of the
group to comejoin us. Eachtime, the cycle
repeated itself. | figured if we all seemed to be
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front, looking at me. “No. What?’

They call it Dead Peckers Corner.

| couldn’t contain myself. | burst out laughing. It
only took a second, looking at these older guys, to
see just what he meant. We introduced ourselves
briefly; | sorely wish | could remember the chap’s
name. These guys were al here, enjoying
themselves, sitting, chatting, and enjoying the
morning. So, this chap, we'll call him Bob,
proceeds to tell me how the oldest among them is
well through his 80s. Bob’s seems downright
proud to let me know it’ s thelocals who've
labeled the corner Dead Peckers' Corner on their
behalf. So therelayspart of the story.

Now, see, it's real comfortable in the shade...

having such agood time, I’d eventually get the
entire group to come have aseat. Yep. Except
for that one hold out, Hal.
So, here'sfour of us, all sitting on awall with
silly smileson our faces. “Hey, HAL, come on
over!” Now, at this point, why he's standing all
aloneinthesun I'll never know. Sure enough,
with ahint of guardedness on his face, Hal comes
on over...
It was atruly special moment for al of us.
We got to enjoy anice seat in the shade, join a
respected local club, have afriendly joke at our
own expense, and a great laugh. It wasn't just me,
| suspect there’'sareason I’ ve had afew requests
for the picture.




Trackside Report —

Pre-season Primer 2008
By John “JC” Cirner

It's the middle of winter and what better timing for
a pre-season track riding primer for those
considering a track experience in 2008. Many of
the HSTA track regulars have already been
online and looking at every available track day
between late April and October 26", 2008 (the
season finale @ Barber). Whether this is your
first experience or you are a regular there is much
to be learned from the veterans in the group. In
my 4 short years of track riding with the Michigan
HSTA gang | have learned many shortcuts and
time savers. Thought | would share a few with
you just in case a track day is in your future. This
one is for the on-line newsletter subscribers.

Track day organizations

There a numerous track day organizations out
there and for the most part they are all good if
they can get you track time. The level of
organization and instruction varies greatly from
group to group and most of the Michigan
members attend Sportbike Track Time (STT) or
Apex2Apex (A2A) dates with an occasional
NESBA event in there. Here are 4 of the most
popular groups:

Apex 2 Apex

http://www.apex2apex.net/

Eric and Brent run a basic program. Lower rider
turnouts than STT events means more space
during the sessions. Instruction available for a
fee. Lunch is included and multi-day discounts
are available.

NESBA

http://www.nesba.com/

Lots of East Coast events and some here in
Michigan. Member run — annual membership fee

to attend events. Must sign up for Beginner or
Intermediate to start and be bumped to Advance.

Sportbike Tracktime - STT
http://www.sportbiketracktime.com/

Monte and Bonnie set the benchmark for track
day events. Most HSTA riders attend STT events
during the year. Best Novice Group instruction in
our area.
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Track Days
Ridiny Equipment Sales

The Mid Ohio Motorcycle School
http://www.midohio.com/school.aspx

If you are planning to ride at Mid Ohio you have
to sign up through their site, even though the
event is managed and run by Sportbike Track
Time. Navigate to the Performance Riding menu.

Track Schools

If you want to take the next step in really
improving your track and street skills then spend
a day, or two, with professionals. It will make a
difference!

California Superbike School
http://www.superbikeschool.com/schedule/

The CSS program is one of the best and many of
the Michigan HSTA riders have attended at
various levels. You can bring your own bike or
rent theirs. Code School is not cheap but still
manages to fill up at venues like Mid Ohio after
the AMA Superbike races so do not wait too long
to enroll and get your deposit in.

Jason Pridmore Star School

http://www.starmotorcycle.com/events.htm
While | have never attended a Pridmore School

(other than Reg Pridmore’s CLASS program) |
have heard good things about Jason’s school.
Planning to attend this year when they come to
Gingerman Raceway in July. They also offer



track bikes for rent if you don’t have or want to
use your own.

Tracks and Lodging

Grattan Raceway — Belding Michigan

http://www.grattanraceway.com/
This is considered “home track” and closest

location for a motorcycle road track near Detroit
(2 hours from Oxford via I-69). Rumor has it they
did some repaving to the back half of the track

this past Fall. Lots of STT and A2A events. This
track does have the most “basic” amenities.

Overpriced fuel, showers that work and garages
for rent (typically $30 a day — includes electricity).

Super 8 —lonia

http://www.super8.com

A popular Friday night stop for track days at
Grattan. Located right off the freeway at Exit 67
on |-96. Cheap rooms, free continental breakfast,
large semi-trailer parking lot. About 30 minutes to
the track in the morning.

Candlestone Inn — Belding
http://candlestone.com

Less than 15 minutes from the track straight
down M44. It's a right turn at the Burger King and
you are headed to Grattan. Offers basic
accommodations with clean (and somewhat
dated) rooms. Full bar and restaurant with
decent food that caters to a golfing crowd.
Burgers to steaks and Prime Rib on Saturdays.
Continental breakfast in the AM. Large lighted
parking lot. Rates start @ $52

Red Roof Inn — Grand Rapids

http://www.redroof.com/reservations/inn_details.a
sp?innNumber=0011

The Red Roof in Grand Rapidsis a popular spot
for Saturday night stays asit offers decent rates
and isright on 28" Street — restaurant row. There
is aso a Perkins within walking distance at the
front of the motel for breakfast.

Gingerman Raceway — South Haven Michigan
http://www.gingermanraceway.com/

Gingerman is located just miles from the summer
vacation destination town of South Haven. The
good news is that it's very picturesque and
there’s lots to do after the track day, the bad

news is you will pay “seasonal high” rates for
lodging and will always wait in line for food. The
track is basic and short with little in elevation
changes but easy to learn. The trackside
facilities are very nice, great camping, clean
restrooms and showers and some of the best
lunches anywhere.

Holiday Inn Express — South Haven
http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/ex/1/en/hotel/so
hmi?rpb=hotel&crUrl=/h/d/ex/1/en/hotelsearchres
ults

Again, the good news is that this hotel is very
nice and very close to the track, less than 10
minutes away; however you will pay upwards of
$135 a night for double room during the peak
summer rate months.

Comfort Suites — South Haven
http://www.comfortsuites.com/ires/enus/html/Hote
linfo?hotel=MI242&amp:promo=gglocal

Next door to the Holiday Inn express. Not any
cheaper.

Hampton Inn — South Haven
http://www.hamptoninn.com/en/hp/hotels/index.jht
ml?ctyhocn=SVNMIHX

Another option.

Mid Ohio — Lexington Ohio
http://www.midohio.com/

Mid Ohio is considered the best track experience
within 5 hours of Detroit by many and that's
taking 5 other tracks into consideration.
Lexington is actually more like 3 hours drive for
most and there are numerous towns to consider
for lodging. The surface at Mid Ohio is one of the
best out there, it's nearly as technical as Grattan,
and the surroundings and amenities make you
feel like a pro racer. CCS is held there. Sign up
is done only through the Mid Ohio site.

Holiday Inn Express — Bucyrus Ohio
http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/ex/1/en/hotel/b
uyoh?rpb=rate&crUrl=/h/d/ex/1/en/rates/buyoh%3
Fias%3Dy&ias=y

This Holiday Inn is located off I-30 and is about
30 minutes from the track. Newer hotel, quiet
location, rates around $110 per night for double
occupancy.




Comfort Inn — Bellville Ohio
http://www.qualityinnbellville.com/comfortinn
Close to the track, about 7 miles.

Quality Inn Suites — Bellville Ohio
http://www.qualityinnbellville.com/qualityinn
Same area as the Comfort Inn

Others to consider

Beaver Run Motorsports Complex — Beaver
Falls PA
http://www.beaverun.com/

Autobahn Country Club — Joliet lllinois
http://www.autobahncountryclub.net

Barber Motorsports Park — Leeds Alabama
http://www.barbermotorsports.com

Misc Stuff

If you are looking for help from the group just ask
to be added to the Michigan HSTA track riders
group email list and | will keep you posted on
events others are attending, a track day checklist,
and bike prep list for making your bike track
ready. Email me at jcirner@comcast.net to be
added.

Until then

There is nothing more to do than keep the snow
blowers and generators topped off and running
until all the white stuff goes away. Here is a
handy fuel mix table for all of us racing the
remaining two-stoke season! See you at the
track.

16:1 24:1 32:1 40:1 50:1

U

Gal US ounces of ail

1 80 55| 40 32| 25

16.0/105| 80| 65| 50

24.0|16.0(12.0| 95| 75

32.0|21.5/16.0 |13.0 |10.0

a| b~ w|DN

40.0 |26.5|20.0 |16.0 |13.0

A special thanks to JT Pedersen and

John Cirner for the articles featured this
month!

REMEMBER........
It doesn't pay a reward, but your articles will
be appreciated by all your fellow members
and your local editor AND you will earn points
toward the SMOTY Award!
If nothing else - you'll get to see your name in
print, somewhere other than on the Post
Office bulletin board!

MICHIGAN SQUADRON
RIDING EVENTS
2008

Michigan Squadron of the HSTA isto organize a
few events each year specifically for our State
Squadron. These events are not sanctioned or
official events of the HSTA, but are limited to
those who are current members of the HSTA.

MoArk Adventure

April 17-21, 2008
Missouri / Arkansas

Mark your calendars—

This“new” event on our scheduleis going to bea
“curve-chaser’s’ delight. Three days of riding
(1100 tire shredding miles) in the Ozarks, to start
your riding season out.



Thisride beginsin Park Hills, MO. We'll meet
there for dinner on Thursday April 17. We'll be
staying the night at Rosener’s Inn and we'll have
arider’s meeting there around 9:00 PM.

To make areservation at Rosener’ s for Thursday
night, call 573-431-4241.

On Friday we'll be taking atwisty route from
Park Hills, MO to Russellville, AR. W€'ll be
staying Friday and Saturday nights at The Best
Western in Russellville. To make your
reservations there, call 479-967-1000.

On Saturday we'll be riding on some of the best
roadsin Arkansas that are north and west of
Russellville.

We'll return to Park Hills, MO from Russellville
on Sunday.

If you plan on making this trip, make your hotel
reservations and let me know that you'll be
joining us.

Event Organizer : Gregg Mitchell
M1 _HSTA@ voyager.net

chigan O May 14 - 18, 2008
tai Mountain Brook
Resort
adness syiva nC

A Michigan Squadron Hallmark - 12 years and
counting -- May in the Smokies! Ride Headquarters
will be at the Mountain Brook Lodge near Sylva, NC at
the edge of the Great Smoky Mountains - (605 miles
from the I-75 1-275 interchange). We'll be riding on the
best roads found in Western NC, North GA and
Eastern TN for three glorious days.

This event has limited space and reservations are
required. There is space for approximately 25 people,
with accommodations in cabins ranging from a private
bedroom to hide-a-beds and rollaway beds.

GENERAL RESERVATION - $ 165.00 + $ 15.00 =

$ 180.00

Covers lodging, taxes and landfill fee for the 4 nights.
You will be given your choice of cabin and sleeping
arrangement (bedroom or hide-a-bed) in the order in
which your reservation is received. The additional
$15.00 covers a catered dinner at Mountain Brook - on
Saturday evening - our last night there.

STATUS:

There are a few General Reservation spaces left at the
resort at this time - we have 22 people signed up to
stay at Mountain Brook so far, leaving only 3 hide-a-
bed spots remaining

If you'd like to attend this event there are three
alternatives --

Contact me and check for space at the resort. If there
is something still available I'll ask you to send me a
check ASAP. If all the space is taken, I'll put you on
the "Stand-By List". | would contact you if there is a
cancellation at the resort.

Contact me and request one of the added cost options
at the resort that are listed below. You would need to
send me your money for the reservation and | would
secure the spot at the resort for you.

Find and reserve a Motel/Hotel room for yourself off-
site from the resort. You would still need to contact me
and advise if you are planning on going to the event,
but you will be staying off-site.

If you wish to join us for the traditional Thursday
evening picnic and the Saturday evening BBQ at the
resort, you will need to send me $ 15.00 per person
per dinner prior to the event taking place ($ 30.00 per
person for BOTH dinners)

The added cost optional space left at the resort is the
following:

#15 House w/ Queen Size Bed, on hilltop w/ gravel
drive — For Couple — $ 420.00 for 4 nights

Romancer Cabins $ 500.00 for 4 nights

#12  King Size Bed, Whirlpool and Sauna, Covered
Parking

#14  King Size Bed, Whirlpool and Sauna, on hilltop
w/ gravel drive

NOTE - Add $ 15.00 per person to the above pricing
for the Saturday night dinner.

Local Motels / Hotels
In Sylva / Dillsboro - 8 - 9 miles north of MB
Holiday Inn Express, Azalea Motel, Comfort Inn, Blue
Ridge Motel, Best Western River Escape Inn, Jarrett
House
In Franklin - 8 - 9 miles south of MB

Days Inn, Hampton Inn, Microtel

Event Organizer : Gregg Mitchell
M| _HSTA@ voyager .net
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SPARKLER 3"

Come celebrate your independence at the next
Michigan “ SPARKLER”
July 10-13, 2008
Beckley, West Virginia

Phone or email your intent to attend before
May 1, 2008 to:
Bob Proctor at (248) 842-8843 or
bobpr octor @comcast.net

Then find a roommate and reserve your room
at the event hotel:
Country Inn & Suites by Carlson
2120 Har per Road
Beckley, WV 25801
(800) 456-4000
or (304) 252-5100

Thisisthelnn with the“rocking chair front
porch” wherewe ve stayed before.
Room Rates(double): $89 Thursday, $102
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Friday & Saturday
Block of rooms being held under the name
“SPARKLER” until May 31%.

(All roomsat the Inn are now smoke free)
Mandatory rider’s meeting Thursday, July
10th 9:00 PM at the hotel.
Comeenjoy southern hospitality and fantastic
sport touring roads with us
in West Virginia!

NOTE: Therewill beagroup ride organized
down to Beckley from Marietta OH on
Thursday July 10. Detailsfor thiswill be
announced soon.

M.O.B. - 2008

Michigan's Ohio Blitz
Sept. 19 - 21, 2008, SE Ohio
Event Organizer —Gregg Mitchell
Details to be announced!

HAZARDous TOUR

Hazard, KY, Oct. 2 - 5, 2008
Event Organizer —Gregg Mitchell
Details to be announced!
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January, 26, 2008 — Saturday
Michigan HSTA Monthly Meeting
Karl’s Cabin Restaurant
Gotfredson Rd., Plymouth, Ml

April 6-9, 2008

STAR '08 — HSTA National Event
Y.O Ranch Resort — Kerrville, Texas
Contact: Jim Buckerfield
http://star.ridehsta.com

June 8, 2008 - 2:00 PM
Pennington’s Bar-B-Que
Y psilanti, Ml

August 22— 24, 2008

Mail Pouch Fly-By —Marietta, OH
Pre-registration forms will be available at our
monthly meetings and are also downloadable
from the following web site:

http://www.fr eewebs.com/trophyrider

Please note that the event headquarters will not be
the Best Value Motel asin past years. For 2008
the Event Headquarters will be at theHoliday Inn
— Marietta.

MEMBERSHIP INFO

Welcome to the HSTA
Please join me in welcoming the following
new member(s) to the Michigan HSTA Squadron:

Steve Gross — Northville

For the individual(s) listed below - this will be your last
Michigan Newsletter if you don't renew within the next
30 days AND advise me with a call or email. If you
feel this information is in error - call me. If you wish to
renew and need a form, let me know and I'll send you
one or print out the copy at the HSTA Website --------
www.ridehsta.com

We're going to miss you if you don't renew

Doug Grogjean - Dearborn
ChrisMcNélis— Trenton
Phil Otte - Howell

Current Squadron Member ship — 99

To our Michigan HSTA friends,

It's no secret that our family has recently
experienced a life changing circumstance,
with the best times being the present and the
rockiest yet to come. We would like to take
this moment to thank all of you that have
reached out and supported us, for just being
available to talk to or the thoughtful donations
to help our daughter Lauren in the up coming
years. We can not express enough our
gratitude to all the membership. The
Michigan HSTA has shown time again that
it's more than just a group of people who like
motorcycling but a family that cares and looks
out for one another. Our hearts may be heavy
but with all of you behind us, we know we will
get through this.

Thank you,
Danny, Michela and Lauren Subjeck



